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English as a foreign languageAre you still trying to get to grips with phrasal verbs even at an
advanced level of English? If so why not grab yourself a copy of this little book with over 100
phrasal verbs and expressions specifically designed for students of a more advanced level of
English.Multiple good quality examples will enable you to really grasp their meanings.



 

 

An introduction to phrasal verbsPhrasal verbs are a combination of a verb + one or more
particles. Native speakers use them just about every time they speak. With their idiomatic
meanings there is no easy way to learn them as they are too numerous; that is why constant
exposure is important in order to become familiar with how and when they are used.When a
phrasal verb has no object, it is intransitive. Intransitive phrasal verbs cannot be
separated.Where there is an object the phrasal verb is transitive. Transitive phrasal verbs can be
either separable or inseparable and some can be both.It is important to note that intransitive
phrasal verbs, just like intransitive verbs, cannot acquire the passive form.E.g. He turned up late.
He was turned up late.In order to understand if there is an object, you must ask yourself if there
is a ‘who’ or a ‘what’ question? Is there a ‘somebody’ or a ‘something’ following either the verb or
the particle/s?Example: Sandra picked up a viral infection when she was in Mexico.What did she
pick up? A viral infection.In this example, she picked up something.I picked my son up from
school today.Who did I pick up?In this example we have a ‘who’, that is, my son.Some phrasal
verbs are both transitive and intransitive but those are generally the multi-meaning phrasal verbs
which are transitive with one meaning but intransitive with another.One example is the phrasal
verb break down. With one meaning it is intransitive and with another meaning it is transitive.My
motorcycle broke down this morning (Intransitive and inseparable). It stopped functioning. No
object follows this phrasal verb. This morning is a time expression and does not answer a ‘who’
or ‘what’ question but rather a ‘when’ question.We decided to break down the tasks in order of
priority.We decided to break the tasks down/break down the tasks in order of priority (transitive
and both separable and inseparable); this meaning of break down requires an object in order to
make it complete.How to distinguish a preposition from a particle and a phrasal verb from a verb
+ preposition:Example: He looked [up].The above example is not a phrasal verb but a verb + a
preposition which tells us in which direction he looked. There is nothing idiomatic about it. It has
a literal meaning.He looked the word up in the dictionary. He looked up the word in the
dictionary. In this example we have a phrasal verb with an idiomatic meaning. We can answer a
‘what’ question. What did he look up? He looked up the word (transitive and both separable and
inseparable).In this book you will see examples of each phrasal verb type and be able to
decipher whether or not it is transitive or intransitive according to the multiple examples in
context.Each phrasal verb example is underlined so as to facilitate identification. Within the
examples you will come across other phrasal verbs and expressions - those are in italics and
their meanings can be found at the end of the example sentences.The book features over 100
phrasal verbs and expressions with multiple examples to enable students to grasp their real



meanings.
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Ache for (sb/sth)What it meansStrongly desire, so much so that it hurts.ExamplesHe had given
up smoking the day before and now he found himself aching for a cigarette. He tried to resist the
temptation to go out and buy a packet.The people of the world are aching for liberty.His heart
was aching for the love of his life due to not having seen her for well over a month.Since I moved
to my new house, I’ve been aching for a long hot bath. Unfortunately it doesn’t have a bath;
there’s only a shower.I’ve been aching for a touch of adventure in my rather dull life.As he
struggled through the dessert, his dry lips and parched throat ached for some water.NoteIf you
want to use a verb after ache, omit for and use the full infinitive.ExampleAfter being overseas for
six months, she was aching to see her family again although, bear in mind this is no longer a
phrasal verb.Give up = quit.Act on (sth)What it meansTake action.ExamplesWhen detectives
decided to act on a hunch, little did they know it would lead to the arrest of an international drug
ring.If you have feelings for your best friend’s girlfriend, or wife for that matter, it is always best
not to act on them.It is always better not to act on an impulse that could lead to causing trouble
for you and those around you. Try to be patient and give yourself time to reflect.A hunch = a gut
feeling/intuition/a sixth sense.Appeal to (sb)What it meansTo be to one’s liking/to
like.ExamplesA single-minded theory of anything has never appealed to me.Not only was it the
challenge of my new job that appealed to me but also the idea of striving for excellence.The only
feature of the job that doesn’t appeal to me is the fact that I have to work extremely long
hours.These days I don’t have much of an appetite and food no longer appeals to me like it used
to.Living in a high-rise flat doesn’t appeal to me. I would feel boxed in. I’d rather live in a house
with a garden.Back offWhat it meansNot pester anymore/stop doing something in order to avoid
problems.ExamplesPeter had been showing a little bit too much interest in Bob’s girlfriend so
Bob, after having a major quarrel with Peter, warned him to back off.Little Tom eventually
plucked up the courage to tell the bullies, who’d been bullying him for weeks, to back off. Dad
had given him a good talking to the night before and had told young Tom how important it was to
stick up for oneself in life. ‘Don’t allow anyone to walk all over you,’ dad had said. This had given
young Tom the inner strength he needed. His dad was his hero and he really looked up to
him.It’s time to back off and stop pursuing the girl you like if she is not in the least bit interested in
you. After all, you can’t force a person to like you.
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Reinaldo, “Studying C1 Level. Expressions that take you to C1 Level. I recommend it.”

The book by Jacqueline  Melvin has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided feedback.
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